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GROUND
2018 - 2019
OUR YEAR
SO FAR
PERMEATE THE
CAMPUSES WITH
AN ETHOS OF
COMMON GROUND
It's been an exciting, event-
filled year at the Howard
Thurman Center for Common
Ground (HTC), with plenty
more to come! Here are some
ways we've nurtured common
ground with our students.
Informal Interaction
Intellectual & Cultural
Exchange
Visible Interchange
More to come
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Areas of Common Ground
INFORMAL
INTERACTION
What’s a common ground without good old-fashioned small
talk and social time? Students love to kick it at the HTC, a
place where they can check-in with friends, unwind, and
try to study (key word “try”).
Six hundred students a week visit
the HTC to hang out and relax!
600
STUDENTS
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INTELLECTUAL &
CULTURAL
EXCHANGE
From debating the state of free
speech on campuses to finding
commonalities through food, the
HTC is a hotbed of intellectual
and cultural exchange – a key
component of common ground.
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“What ’s in your rice?” - that 's the
tagline that brought seven
cultural organizations and 173
students together on a Friday
night for Ingrained in Culture
INGRAINED  IN  CULTURE
Every month , an interdisciplinary
panel of BU faculty get together to
talk with students about the
issues of the day - #metoo , online
privacy , and the Oscars - to name
a few . This academic year , we ’ve
hosted five forums , with two more
on the way !
STUDENT -FACULTY  FORUM
On  average ,  attendance  at  Coffee  &
Conversation  comprises  48% of  weekly
student  engagement  in  intellectual/cultural
programs  hosted  by  the  HTC .
COFFEE  &  CONVERSATION
VISIBLE
INTERCHANGE
Students getting together to gam around, collaborate, and hash
out an idea is a key part of the common ground. We love seeing
students debriefing Coffee & Conversation, planning hackathons
and blogging! Here are some other moments of interchange
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Every Sunday , roughly 25
men of color get together
at the HTC to talk about
contemporary issues ,
support each other and
compete over a game of
NBA 2K .
BROTHERS  UNITED
Did  you  know? The  HTC ’s
student-run  podcast  has  been
around  since  2011 ,  and  this  year ,
it ’s  evolved  into  a  cocurricular
experience  with  the  BU  Hub
called  Hub  CC160 .
COMMON  THREAD  PODCAST
WHAT'S
NEXT?
There’s plenty more going on at the
HTC, and additional elements that
create a common ground. We’ll find
another time to talk about hospitality,
heart, soul, and listening – all Thurman-
inspired ideals we’re striving to spread
across the BU campuses.
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HOSPITAL ITY
INFORMAL  INTERACTION
INTELLECTUAL  &
CULTURAL  EXCHANGE
VIS IBLE  INTERCHANGE
HEART
SOUL L ISTENING
